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2 INTRODUCTION 
What is a Parish Plan? 

A Parish Plan sets out the issues, needs and aspirations of the Community and is based on the 
Community’s opinions and captures what is currently valued and what is needed. It is a community 
project supported by the Parish Council and can include any social, economic or environmental issue 
that is important to the Community.   

Why do we need a Parish Plan? 

A Parish Plan will: 

• Enable local people to shape the future of their Parish and develop local solutions to local 
problems. Give everyone an opportunity at least to input and contribute – not just those who 
are the most confident. 

• Help Parish Councillors find out what the community wants, what may be missing from the 
Parish and identify how many people might use new or improved facilities. 

• Assist funding organisations by providing evidence of need and information about who wants 
their money. 

• A Parish Plan is similar to a business plan and will sets out the community’s issues, needs 
and aspirations. 

• It is a Community project that is supported by the Parish Council. 

3 SUMMARY 
The Hunsbury Meadows Parish Plan provides for a record of the planning process undertaken in 
2015 and beyond. It highlights the needs, aspirations and opportunities of the Parish setting out how, 
as a community, we intend to progress our objective to improve our Parish for everyone. 

Communication with residents began in November 2013 with a number of Hunsbury Meadows 
Newsletters and a Parish questionnaire.   

From theses communications and parish meetings three significant areas of activity have emerged 
that the Parish Council can actively and productively get involved 

• Traffic speed monitoring and control 
• Maintaining the environment of the Parish 
• Crime and Antisocial behaviour   

4 RECOMMENDATIONS  
• Further consult with the County Highways Agencies to secure appropriate, permanent 

methods for traffic calming and more 30mph speed limit signs in to control speeding traffic in 
the Parish. Liaise with the local police for spot speed checks. 

• Create children playgrounds and playing areas that are fit for purpose and accommodate 
children of all ages, not just the younger ones. 

• Continue to identify tree and hedgerow surgery along Banbury Lane and elsewhere. 
• Instigate the feasibility of the construction of pedestrian footpaths either side of the bridge 

over the canal on Banbury Lane. Look into the options of a pedestrian bridge over the canal 
adjacent to the road bridge. 

• Work with the police and Borough and County Councils to reduce the amount of vandalism 
and anti-social behaviour via Northampton Street Watch and the L.I.S.P. programmes. 
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• Look to extend the boundaries of the Parish at the 2019 Boundary review to include the new 
housing development on Upton Way East 

• Instigate a feasibility study regarding the siting and construction of a Community Parish hall, 
subject to Community agreement. This would be contingent on changes in the Parish 
boundaries as there are no suitable sites currently within the Parish boundaries. 

• Publish a ‘popular version’ of this report, summarising recommendations and actions, 
distribute to all households in the Parish. 

 

5 AREAS OF CONCERN 

5.1 TRAFFIC  
5.1.1 Speeding 
This continues to be a priority issue and the road, which has continued to cause the most concern, is 
Banbury Lane.  

This road carries local traffic and a percentage of passing traffic to and from Northampton. Although 
the current speed limit is 30mph, many motorists completely ignore this and speeds of 50mph seem 
to be a regular occurrence. 

Ideally, there would be implementation of traffic calming measures but this is unlikely to happen. An 
alternative permanent long-term solution is a key goal as the danger to local residents and in 
particular, to schoolchildren crossing Banbury Lane, remains considerable especially at rush hour. 

The plan to combat speeding motorists is on going  

• A 24/7 VAS speed-monitoring devices were installed during 2014 as a warning/deterrent 
measure, however it is having limited impact. 

• Because of the above, we intend to start a Community Speed Watch programme where local 
residents are trained in in the use of a speed gun and random checks on traffic can be made. 
The benefits of this are: 

o Increased awareness of the dangers of speeding 
o Loan of a hand-held speed gun for use by trained residents 
o Comprehensive equipment and safety training, site assessments, high visibility 

clothing, insurance cover and publicity materials 
o High visibility Community Speed Watch poster boards to put up on lamp-posts/trees 
o Regular follow-up visits and continued support from Northamptonshire Police 
o Follow-up support using portable speed indicator devices and vehicle activated signs 
o Feedback of all recorded data to form an evidence base to support any potential 

future funding applications 
• The requirements are the support of the Parish Council, 10 volunteers and a co-ordinator. 

5.1.2 Parking 
The Parish Council is aware of a potentially serious problem caused by excessive number of cars and 
commercial vehicles parking on the roadsides, grass verges and pavements. We aim to encourage 
those residents that have a driveway or garage to use it and to not bring home commercial vehicles. 
We wish to significantly reduce parking on the street and to prevent visitors parking on grass verges. 
There is a significant issue with access of emergency vehicles along roads which have commercial 
vehicles and large number of cars parked on both sides of the road. This problem will be managed in 
consultation with the Borough Council and the Police as part of general issues passed to the Parish 
Council by concerned residents.  
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5.1.3 H.G.V Lorries 
Over the last twelve months the number of H.G.V lorries using Banbury Lane has increased 
significantly. This is causing concern to residents due to the increase in noise, pollution and risk to 
pedestrians. There is also concern at the loads bearing capabilities of the bridge over the canal. The 
matter was raised during the Police & Crime Commissioner’s visit in July 2015 and the Parish is 
looking to consult with the Borough Council and the Police regarding this traffic.  

5.1.4 Pelican Crossing 
With the increased traffic along Banbury Lane the Parish Council will be looking at the feasibility of the 
installation of a pelican crossing. The current thinking is that this would be part of the new 
development at the traffic light at the top of Banbury Lane should the development receive planning 
permission. Other options will be looked at. 

5.2 ENVIRONMENT 
The word ‘environment’ does of course have a number of meanings, but in the context of our parish 
we’re referring to the village greens, roadside verges, trees, parks, play areas, footpaths, bridleways, 
litter and dog mess. So really, anything which has a bearing on the quality of our local area, but in 
particular, things we can positively influence and change. The ongoing work by the parish council 
covers: 

5.2.1 Green Spaces  
• Road side verges  
• Footpaths and bridleways Access and condition of footpaths and bridleways 
• Access to the canal towpath 
• Planting (both general and trees) including the level of maintenance requiredBenches (both 

new and repair existing) 

5.2.2 Children and Young People: Areas for play and positive activities  
Identify current areas and potential new areas and any potential improvements such as:  

• Engage with children and older adolescents in the design and organisation of positive 
activities 

• Ensure that the design encourages people of all ages and abilities to use together the spaces 
we have – for example: adequate seating, litterbins, a range of play equipment and facilities 
set out in age-appropriate groups where possible. 

5.2.3 Litter and rubbish 
Parish Council will actively look to deal with litter and rubbish issues. 

5.2.3.1 Litterbins 
Additional litterbins in specific areas of the parish have now been installed and are currently 
maintained by the Borough Council.. 

5.2.3.2 Parish Litter Picks 
The Parish Council arranges a number community “Litter Picks” thought the year as needed 

• Work with the organisers of the Parish Litter Pick to publicise the event, attract a good 
number of residents and ensure that collected material can be recycled where possible  

• The picks held so far have been very successful with enthusiastic volunteers  

5.2.4  Dog bins 
Additional strategically placed dog waste bins have been installed and the Parish Council  is 
reviewing the need for further bins.. 
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5.2.5 Wheelie Bins/Recycling 
Wheelie bins that are being left permanently on pavements cause obstruction and general untidiness, 
The Parish Council is aware of this issue and it reviewing the options; people are encouraged to bring 
bins in. Say something about recycling crates 

5.3 CRIME AND ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
The Parish Council works closely with Northamptonshire Police and the Council has a zero tolerance 
policy to such offenders and will take action on behalf of the community . Call 101. The Council has 
actively set up locally supported initiatives to allow residents to contribute to the reduction in such 
anti-social behaviour as detailed below. 

5.3.1 Northamptonshire Street Watch 
Northamptonshire Street Watch is a community patrol initiative that helps make a difference where 
residents live. Street Watch gives the community an opportunity to keep its own area safe with the 
support of residents  

• Street Watch is a scheme run by the community for the community in partnership with the 
police. Street Watch is about walking your local area as a good citizen and to help take 
responsibility for your local areas and to help tackle the low level issues that impact most on 
your communities and quality of life.  

• Street Watch is about walking around your community just like any other resident. However, 
Street Watch members will walk in pairs wearing high visibility jackets in order to provide 
visible levels of reassurance, to promote good citizenship, to increase the feelings of safety 
and to engage positively with those who try and undermine our communities and in an 
appropriate manner to educate and bring to their attention the impact that their behaviour has.  

• Street Watch members commit to patrolling their streets for an average of 2 hours a month.  
• Street Watch members must understand that at all times they are responsible and 

accountable for their own actions to be lawful, reasonable, appropriate and justified.  

The Parish always needs volunteers to help with Street Watch and the PC urges anyone wanting 
to help to contact us for details 

5.3.2 L.I.S.P. (Locally Identified Solutions and Practices) 
The LISP project is a collaboration between The University of Northampton, the Institute of Public 
Safety, Crime and Justice, Northamptonshire Police and Thames Valley Police. It is an initiative to 
help PCSOs (Police Community Support Officer) and members of the public to work together towards 
mutual solutions. It is not a process owned by the Police, but rather a way for the Police to help 
organise people to help achieve their goals. It allows a dialogue between the the Police and 
community to understand neighbourhood problems and develop joint solutions. It is key that it is all of 
the community, the grass roots, engage in the process not just the Parish Council 

The Parish Council will look to work with Northamptonshire Police to develop local engagement with 
these schemes and will support them 

6 COMMUNICATING WITH THE COMMUNITY  
The Parish Council are always looking at means to engage with residents and both supply them with 
timely information and to hear of the concerns and issues that are affecting them. The Council’s role 
is to represent the community and getting involvement from the community is vital in this task.  

The Council is also keenly aware that there is a marked divide in how people of differing ages access 
information. The younger section of the community is almost exclusively used to obtaining news and 
information via the internet and smartphone, tablets and computers. This is in contrast to older 
members of the community that are much more comfortable with more traditional methods. In light of 
this the Council has decided on a mixed approach of a quarterly Newsletter and developing its online 
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presence. There is however the issue of the skills and resources needed within the Parish Council to 
be able to create and deliver content in different delivery platforms. 

Despite the best efforts of the Parish Council, many residents still rely on word of mouth to learn 
about current and future events and are slow to respond to requests for information and work needs 
to be undertaken to address this. 

Using the Hunsbury Meadows Newsletter and its distribution to all households, the website, Facebook 
and Twitter accounts are seen as the key focus for Parish communication, obtaining engagement 
from residents and promoting events.  

6.1 PARISH NEWSLETTER 
The Parish Newsletter is currently the primary means for the Parish Council to communicate with the 
residents as it ensures that every household gets a hand delivered copy and is not reliant on modern 
communication technology and access to social media. Currently it is produced quarterly with an 
electronic version accessible via the Parish website.  

It provides a means of supplying residents with information, contact details and details of resources 
that can be kept pinned to a board or in a drawer for easy reference. The drawbacks with the 
newsletter is that it is only quarterly and is a “push” means of communicating with residents with no 
method of supplying feedback. There is also a cost associated with printing out the Newsletter and 
the delivery relies on the efforts of volunteers. It is thought to be the preferred source of information 
and the communication channel of choice for residents who do not have access to computers and 
information technologies. 

The PC actively looks for commercial sponsorship via adverts in the newsletter 

6.2 NOTICEBOARDS 
The Parish has two noticeboards which display the agendas and minutes of Council meetings, current 
items of interest and concern to the community. 

The content of the noticeboards is updated monthly with relevant  Parish information and community 
activities 

6.3 ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION 
As mentioned previously electronic means of providing information and resources is becoming more 
and more popular, especially with the younger residents in the community. The Parish Council is 
looking to develop further its online presence and the activities fall into two broad areas. 

6.3.1 Parish Council Website 
When the Parish Council was created in 2013 a website was created to supply news, information and 
details of the Parish Council and its activities. This website is primarily being used as a static 
repository of information with the content only changing slowly. 

The website needs to be reviewed with regards to: 

• What content should be present on the site? 
• How frequently it should be updated, should there be a rolling news section that is updated 

daily/weekly 
• The design and layout of the website 
• What resources should be devoted to the website 
• What are other Parish Councils doing on their websites 
• Seek sponsors to assist with funding and development of the website. Seek out local 

advertisers. 
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6.3.2  Social Media 
One of the rapid social developments in the last five years has been the rise of Facebook and Twitter 
as means of real-time news and information and social interaction. The Parish Council has created 
both a Facebook page and a Twitter account for the Hunsbury Meadows community. These are 
currently primarily being used to provide residents with timely information about local news, events 
and issues. It is to be hoped as the user base grows a vibrant online community will develop and we 
will see an ever increasing interaction within the community. 

The key issue with both the website and the social media accounts is the requirement for the content 
to be kept current and ever changing and thus engage with visitors and used of the services. This 
requires a commitment from the Parish Council to be proactive in managing these resources and 
sourcing content to post. 

Social media contacts 

Website: www.hunsburymeadows.co.uk 

Email: hmpc13@gmail.com 

Facebook /Hunsbury-Meadows-Community 

Follow us on Twitter @HunsburyMeadows 

 

 


